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personal feelings to control them in so important a matter
as selecting counsel to try such a criminal.

The President said he had invited an interview with
Chief Justice Chase as a matter of courtesy, not knowing
but he might have some suggestion to make as to time,
place of trial, etc.; but the learned judge declined to hold
conference on the subject, though not to advise on other
grave and important questions when there was to be judi-
cial action. I see the President detests the traits of the
Judge. Cowardly and aspiring, shirking and presumptu-
ous, forward and evasive; ... an ambitious politician;
possessed of mental resources yet afraid to use them, irre-
solute as well as ambitious; intriguing, selfish, cold, grasp-
ing, and unreliable when.he fancies his personal advance-
ment is concerned.

August 23, Wednesday. A very perceptible change of
weather since yesterday. Had a call from Rev. Mr. Boyn-
ton, who proposes to write a history of the Navy during
the great Rebellion. Had half an hour's conversation.
Made various suggestions.

General (Commander) Carter,1 a naval officer to whom I
gave leave in the summer of 1861 to enter the army, called
and proposes to relinquish the army appointment and re-
turn to his old profession.

[August 25.] A number of days have passed since I
opened this book. On Friday, 25th, we had a pleasant Cab-
inet-meeting. Speed read an elaborate opinion on the au-
thority of judges in the State of Mississippi. The President
dissented wholly from some of his positions. Provisional
Governor Sharkey wanted the judges appointed by him
should have authority to enforce the habeas corpus. Speed
thought they were not legally empowered to exercise judi-
cial functions. The President thought they were. Read
from his proclamation establishing a provisional govern-
1 Samuel Powhatan Carter.